
Camden County, Georgia

Preliminary DFIRM Community 
Coordination (PDCC) Meeting

April 20, 2016
Woodbine, GA
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Agenda

 Introductions

 Scope and Results

 Process and Timeline

 Risk Communication 
& Insurance 
Implications 

 Q&A
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Scope of Work

Phase 1 - Riverine Analyses
- Zone A  modeling, following latest FEMA 

standards

Phase 2 – Coastal Analyses
- Performed for the entire Georgia Coast
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Scope of Work
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Results-Preliminary Maps Issued

 December 15, 2015
 A Preliminary Map Package was sent to 

impacted communities that included: 
• Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)
• Countywide Index Panel 
• Flood Insurance Study (FIS) Report
• Summary of Map Actions (SOMA) 
• Digital Data
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Results-Changes Since Last FIRM

Flood Elevations similar 
or slightly lower

Previous Velocity Zones (V) 
are now in AE
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Results-Changes Since Last FIRM

Note: Above is compiled with the best available data which may not be 
exact. Please consider it as information purposes only.
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Process-FEMA Correspondence

 FEMA Corresponds with the CEO of each community in 
compliance with the Code of Federal Regulations:

 Preliminary Issuance 
 PDCC Meeting
 Appeal/Comment Period Start
 Appeal/Comment Acknowledgement and Resolution
 Letter of Final Determination (LFD)
 Revalidation
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Process - Post Preliminary Schedule

 Preliminary

April 2016

Six Month 
Compliance 

Period 
(Ordinance 
Updates)

Resilience 
Meeting

POST PRELIMINARY PROCESSING

FEMA issues 
Letter of Final 
Determination

PDCC & Open 
House 

Meetings

90-Day Appeal 
& Comment 

Period

FEMA & GA 
DNR resolve 

appeals & 
protests
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Process-Project Schedule

Effective Maps – July 2017*

Community Compliance Period – January- July 2017*

Letter of Final Determination Issued – January 2017*

Appeal / Comment Period – June-September, 2016*

PDCC & Open House Meetings – April, 2016

Preliminary Maps Issued – December, 2015

*estimated time
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Process-PDCC & Open House

Open House will be held today at PSA Building, 
1050 Wildcat Drive, Kingsland between 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm
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Process - Appeal/Comment Period
 Impacted communities will have a 90-day appeal period 

for all changes to Special Flood Hazard Areas.  

• SFHA changes will be published in the Federal 
Register and twice in local newspapers

• The second newspaper publication will begin the 
90-day appeal period

Appeals are for all SFHA changes
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Process - Data Submission

 Explanation for alternative methodology
 Hydrologic Analysis
 Hydraulic Analysis
 Revised Flood Profiles
 Revised Floodplain and Floodway Boundary 

delineations
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Process - Appeal/Comment Period
 Communities in Camden County will also have a 

comment period. 

 Comments do not involve BFEs.
 Comments include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Channels Names and Locations

• Road Names and Locations

• Corporate Limit Changes

All other changes are considered Comments
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Process - Appeal/Comment Period
 Please direct your comments to your local floodplain 

administrator.  Your local floodplain administrator can 

submit all appeals and comments to:

Onur Celik, PE, PMP, CFM

CDM Smith

125 S. Wacker Dr. Suite 600

Chicago, IL 60611

celiko@cdmsmith.com

We will not move forward until your appeals and 
comments are resolved.  
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Process–Appeal/Comment Resolution

 After the 90-day appeal period has elapsed FEMA 
will:
• Send an acknowledgment letter to the CEO.
• Review all appeals and the supporting data 

submitted.
• Request additional supporting data, if needed.

 If appeals are not supported by data, FEMA will 
inform the CEO by letter that the appeals are 
denied.
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Process–Appeal/Comment Resolution

 If appeals are adequately supported, FEMA will 
revise the BFEs and any other information 
affected by the appeals. 

• A letter to the CEO will explain the resolution of the 
appeals.

• The community will have 30 days to review and 
comment on the resolution.

• FEMA will issue a final BFE determination letter.
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Process - Letter of Final Determination

 After the 90-day appeal period and all appeals and 

comments have been resolved, FEMA will issue a 

Letter of Final Determination (LFD) 

 Along with the LFD, the Final Summary of Map Actions 
(SOMA) will be sent, informing the community of Letters 

of Map Change that will be revalidated or superseded 

 The LFD begins a 6-month Compliance Period, during 

which the community will adopt the new maps into their 

floodplain ordinance
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Process - Compliance Period
 Communities should be contacted by GA State NFIP staff 

offering assistance with reviewing & updating their 
floodplain ordinance.

 Ordinance may require an update to adopt the new FIS, 
FIRM, and all supporting technical data.

 Once the LFD is received, providing the effective date of 
the new FIS and FIRMs, the ordinance needs to be 
reviewed by the communities, and may be updated at any 
time within the 6-month timeframe.
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Process - Compliance Period
 After adoption, copy is sent to the GA NFIP office for 

review. The review will be performed in coordination with 
FEMA Region 4.  

 Update files showing the community’s ordinance is NFIP 
compliant. 

 If we do not receive the updated ordinance before the 
effective date, the community will be suspended from the 
NFIP……

• Please begin the ordinance review process as soon as 
you receive the LFD!
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Process - Effective Maps

 After the Compliance Period ends, communities 
will receive:

 Paper copies of the effective Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps and Flood Insurance Study Report, 

as well as digital data

 A Revalidation Letter, informing the community of 

all Letters of Map Change that have been 

revalidated on the new maps 
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Process - Opportunities to Update

 A Flood Insurance Study Update is NOT the only 
time that your maps can be updated.  

• Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA), MT-1 Form

• Letter of Map Revision - Fill (LOMR-F), MT-1 Form

• Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), MT-2 Form



23

Process-Letter of Map Change (MT-1)

Provides an administrative procedure where by 
FEMA will review information submitted by an 
owner of property who believes that his or her 
property has been inadvertently included in a 
designated special flood hazard area.
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Process-Letter of Map Revision (MT-2)

 Applicable any time better data is available
 Based on the changes to the hydrologic or hydraulic 

characteristics of a flooding source, that results in 
the modification of the Base Flood Elevations, 
floodway, and/or the Special Flood Hazard Area. 
 Is a modification to an effective Flood Insurance 

Rate Map. 
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Process-Community Rating System

NFIP voluntary program offers discounts on flood 
insurance to reward good floodplain 
management within a community
Goals of CRS:
 Reduce flood damage to insurable property
 Strengthen and support the insurance aspects of 

the NFIP
 Encourage a comprehensive approach to 

floodplain management
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Process-Community Rating System
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Risk Communication

 Citizens look to local 
officials to keep them 
informed of flood risk
 Regular 

communication is 
important regarding:
• Flood hazard and risk 

information
• Steps citizens can take to 

protect their families and 
property
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 The most often asked questions:

 What is my Risk?

 How can I be protected?

 Who can answer my questions?

Risk Communication
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Risk Communication

 Our team has a dedicated Outreach 
Specialist
 Courtney Reich courtney@ecologicalplanning.net 
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Insurance Implications- Risk

Requirements in a High-Risk Zone

 Federally-regulated lenders making new loans or 
modifying existing loans secured by a building in the 
SFHA must require the borrower to purchase flood 
insurance for the term of the loan
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Insurance Implications

Determine your flood risk

Everyone is at risk of flooding
High Risk – Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA), identified as Zone A, AE, V, VE 
Moderate Risk – Shaded Zone X
Low Risk – Unshaded Zone X
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FloodSmart for Consumer

Find an agent

Learn about risk 
of flooding and 
flood insurance

Provide tools 
& resources to 
stakeholders to 
explain flood 
risk and flood 
insurance

www.FloodSmart.gov/Partners
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FloodSmart for Agents

Free Leads 
Program

Interactive Tools 
to download       
to help 
communicate 
flood risk

Advertising and 
marketing 
templates

Agents.FloodSmart.gov
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FloodSmart’s Cost of Flooding Tool
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Contacts – State of Georgia Team 

Tom Shillock, 
State NFIP Coordinator
Tom.Shillock@dnr.ga.gov

Haydn Blaize, Project Manager
Haydn.Blaize@dnr.ga.gov

Onur Celik, Contractor
celiko@cdmsmith.com

Courtney Reich, Contractor
courtney@ecologicalplanning.net

mailto:Tom.Shillock@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Haydn.Blaize@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:celiko@cdmsmith.com
mailto:courtney@ecologicalplanning.net
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